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Objective:
·

To understand the actions that propel people into the groups that will be shaded on
the Day of Judgment.

Arabic Terms:
·

Hadith - (plural " ahadith) is a piece of information or a story. In Islam it is a narrative
record of the sayings and actions of Prophet Muhammad and his companions.

·

Aayaat - (singular " ayah) the word aayaat can have many meanings. It is almost
always used when talking about proofs from Allah. These include evidences, verses,
lessons, signs, and revelations.

·

Shaytan- sometimes spelled Shaitan or Shaytaan. It is the word used in Islam and the
Arabic language to denote the devil or Satan, the personification of evil.

On the Day of Judgment the sun will be brought
low. Prophet Muhammad informed us that, oeThe sun
will get closer to the earth until it is only a mile away
and the people will perspire according to the level of
their deeds…”.[1] The people will be standing together,
fearful and suffering from the effects of the heat. For a
lucky few the suffering will last what feels like seconds,
for others they will begin to feel as if they have been
standing in the scorching rays of the sun for half a lifetime or more. The lessons entitled
oeEvents on the Day of Judgement”[2] describe in more detail what people will experience
on that Day. It mentions briefly that there are seven kinds of people who will be in the
shade; the shade of the Throne of Allah. In these lessons we will examine these groups of
people in more detail.
Prophet Muhammad would talk to his followers about the Day of Judgment. He wanted
them, and us who follow him today, to be prepared for what is to come. In a famous and
much quoted hadith he reminded us of the boundless mercy of Allah and seven types of
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people who would stand serenely in the shade on the Day of Judgement.
oeAllah will give shade to seven [people] on the Day when there will be no shade other
than His (Throne's) shade: A just ruler; a youth who grew up in the worship of Allah; a man
whose heart is attached to the mosques; two who love each other for Allah’s sake, meeting
for that and parting upon that; a man who is called by a woman of beauty and position (for
illegal intercourse), but responds by saying, ‘I fear Allah’; a man who gives in charity and
hides it, such that his left hand does not know what his right hand gives in charity; and
finally a man who remembered Allah in private and wept.”[3]
Before we continue, it is worth mentioning that in most circumstances when ‘man’ is
mentioned both in the Quran and ahadith it refers to both men and women; except where
women or men are addressed separately and specifically.
1.

A just ruler.

Justice is a fundamental concept in Islam, along with tolerance, forgiveness and
respect. Justice means to give every person the rights he is entitled to believer or
non-believer, relative or stranger, friend or enemy. This is a concept that every Muslim
must apply, not only the ruler. God emphasizes justice, and Islam condemns all forms of
injustice and oppression.
oe…And do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being
just. Be just; that is nearer to righteousness”. (Quran: 5:8)
oe…And God wills no injustice to the worlds.” (Quran 3:108)
Being just can put the ruler under a lot of pressure, he must be careful of his own
intentions and actions and he also bears some responsibility for the actions taken under
his authority.
2.

A youth who grew up in the worship of Allah.

It is the youth who are the most energetic and enthusiastic. They have a zest for life
and look to the future, planning and laying foundations for a long and fruitful life. Their
liveliness and zeal are great blessings from Allah and those who use this time wisely to
gain knowledge of Allah and perform acts that they may not be able to perform later in life
will be rewarded. Amongst those rewards is to be shaded on the Day when there is no
shade. Youthfulness however is also the time when a person is most vulnerable to the
temptations of life and the tricks of Shaytan. There are many worldly distractions
specifically marketed to the young, so they must keep their eyes on the prize and not be
deluded by all that glitters and has no substance.
We are reminded of this in another hadith where Prophet Muhammad says, oeTake
advantage of five matters before five other matters: your youth before you become old;
and your health, before you fall sick; and your wealth, before you become poor; and your
free time before you become busy; and your life, before your death.”[4]
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3.

A man whose heart is attached to the mosques.

Once again there are great rewards for praying in the mosque. In various ahadith we
are reminded of this. For a man praying in the mosque has 27 times more reward than
praying in the home.[5] Prophet Muhammad said that a person… oedoes not take a step
towards the mosque except that because of it, he is raised by one rank and one sin is
removed from him. Then when he prays, the angels do not cease supplicating for him for
as long as he remains at his place of prayer saying, ‘O Allah send blessings upon him, O
Allah have mercy upon him’…” [6]
This does not take away from the fact that for believers the whole earth (with very few
exceptions) is their praying place[7]; however the mosque is the heart of the community.
It is not only a place of worship but also a meeting place, an educational institute, a place
of social activities and a place of rest.
4.
Two who love each other for Allah’s sake, meeting for that and parting upon
that.

Loving one another for the sake of Allah is another way of pleasing Allah, gathering
rewards and living by the concepts embedded in Islam. It means that one person loves
another person because of his or her piety. It does not matter whether the other person is
rich or poor or what nationality they are or what colour their skin is. It does not matter
what they wear or where they live, what matters is their attachment to Allah and Islam. A
believer is tolerant of differences and respects others. Loving a person because they love
Allah is loving for Allah’s sake.

Endnotes:

[1] Saheeh Muslim & Abu Dawood.
[2] http://www.newmuslims.com/lessons/241/ [3 parts]
[3] Saheeh Al-Bukhari & Saheeh Muslim
[4] Iman Ahmad.
[5] Saheeh Al-Bukhari, Saheeh Muslim
[6] Saheeh Al-Bukhari
[7] Ibid
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